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The Hub

The Hub is a resource to support the needs of the students with SEND and those 
within the wider school to ensure that an inclusive provision is offered by Saint 
Paul’s to all of its students. It aims to support students who are struggling to work 
within the larger mainstream school environment. The students working in this 
provision are often academically unable to access the curriculum without a high 
level of support and/or students that are struggling with social, emotional and 
mental health difficulties.

The provision aims to provide the curriculum in a smaller more nurturing 
environment, hoping to build confidence and self-esteem and deliver main school 
lessons, while addressing the needs of identified SEN students ensuring reasonable 
adjustments are applied and work is appropriate to students academic ability.

The Hub provision can be accessed on a full-time or part-time basis and short-term 
or long-term, depending on the needs of the specific student.
The curriculum will be set by subject teachers and delivered by The Hub Lead and 
a Teaching Assistant.

While accessing The Hub, students will also have an opportunity to attend  
separate sessions, for example Speech and Language intervention or Social  
and Emotional support. 

The following support is offered in The Hub:

•Curriculum support to ensure students can access learning set by their  
 subject teacher

•Offers a flexible approach to learning

•Support on a 1-1 basis and small group

•Allows students opportunities to challenge themselves both academically  
 and socially

•Support during unstructured times

•Literacy and Maths Interventions, e.g. Reading, Handwriting, Spelling and Catch Up

•Access to Speech Language and Communication Interventions

•Access to Physical and Motor Skills Interventions

•Assessment for Exam Access Arrangements

•Social and Emotional Support

•Mentoring

•A Step-out for students accessing mainstream but who are vulnerable within the  
 larger school environment

•Support with college applications, CV and Key Stage 5 pathway

•A safe and nurturing environment for SEMH students acting as platform to   
 reintroduce students that may have been out of education for a period of time

•A supported Homework Club for SEN students



Resourced Provision

Resourced Provision Students are placed at Saint Paul’s High School via Consult  
from the Local Authority. Students must have a diagnosis of Autism and have an 
Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP)

Students who are placed in the Resourced Provision are identified as needing 
specialist education provision. Placements are agreed according to the matching 
provision to needs descriptions for Manchester which included the following details:

•RP Lead (Qualified Teacher with Autism Training) supported by highly skilled  
 support staff and external agency support

•Students needs are met at specialist level, but access to mainstream    
    environment is still needed

•Students in RP follow their individual mainstream timetables with some   
 personalised activities to support Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP)   
 targets, emotional and physical needs. 

•Specialist support is required to ensure the students can access  
 mainstream opportunities

•Specialist staff to advise and model good practice for non-specialist  colleagues

•Opportunities to work alongside mainstream peers 

•Undertake a range of GCSE level or similar accredited courses

•Use of visual supports to develop independent learning

•Support at unstructured times

•Multi-agency planning and support when needed according to EHCP outcomes

•Students can have a pass or a set time to access RP, as well as  
 having mainstream lessons

We also offer these specialist interventions within the RP setting:

•Sensory Circuits

•Social Skills Groups 

•Fine Motor Skills Team Building

•Independence Skills

•Specialist Careers Pathway

•Visuals to support independence

•Lego Therapy

•Zones of Regulation

Developing and delivering provision for SEND pupils across the school:

•Whole staff upskilling in teaching and learning strategies which allow all students  
 to make at least good levels of progress

•Working with subject teachers to explore and develop tools to aid    
 differentiation and curriculum development and design to promote inclusion.

•Support classroom use of appropriate resources such as the use of visuals to  
 develop independence



New Horizons

The New Horizon provision is a primary based model that seeks to support the 
transition from primary school to secondary. Students are identified through the 
primary school and information shared with the SENCO. 

This primary model setting offers:

•Enhanced resource for moderate learning difficulties. 

•Structure and learning in a smaller community. 

•Established routines and tailored learning. 

•Enhanced learning and environment with specially trained staff; SEND teachers, 

•1-1 support, specialised teaching assistants. Committed staff supporting students’  
  barriers for learning. 

•Creating complex student profiles of learning and emotional needs. 

•A primary style curriculum and teaching method providing a nurturing secure   
 provision which supports transition into a secondary school environment. 

•Taught using stage not age approach, receiving a well- suited high quality  
 of education. 

•All learning is cross-curricular embedding new vocabulary and promoting use of  
 new skills learnt across all subjects. 

Overall New Horizon’s provides a high-quality education which inspires independence 
and preparing for the future. Students will gain confidence to use and apply skills 
learnt to move from a nurturing environment to a more independent environment.

   



Social, Emotional, Mental Health Support (SEMH)

Saint Paul’s offers a wide variety of support to ensure the SEMH needs of our students 

are met. We work alongside outside agencies to ensure that we are offering bespoke 

and professional support to all the students at Saint Paul’s. 

To support SEMH we offer the following:

•SEMH Mentoring on a 1:1 basis - this is done via the SEMH Lead and with the   

 Pastoral Team.

•Real Love Rocks Programme - this focuses on health relationships, staying safe, 

•Risk associated with Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)

•Self-Esteem - both group work and 1:1

•Support around self-harming behaviours - we ensure a complex risk    

 assessment is completed where needed to ensure students are kept safe in and  

 around school and work closely with parents to continue this at home.

•Resilience Group work

•Anxiety Group Work

•Supporting Anxiety 1:1

•Dealing with Anger support 1:1

•SEMH is a core part of PHSE and also embedded within curriculum learning   

 journeys, allowing students opportunities to discuss important issues in a  

 safe environment

All students can self-refer to any of the provisions above and can do this either 

by speaking directly to the SEMH Lead or through their Progress Tutor/Leader or 

Pastoral Assistant. Parents and carers are also able to contact school and express 

an interest for this support for their child. The Safeguarding Team and Pastoral 

Team work closely together to ensure students who may need that extra support  

at that time receive this as soon as possible.

In addition we work with a school counsellor who sees students on a one-to-one 

basis offering counselling and psychotherapy support.  Students for this service are 

identified through the safeguarding and pastoral team and referred to be seen. 



Social, Emotional, Mental Health Support (SEMH)

We also have a CAMHS Ithrive Practitioner who works with specifically 
identified children and offers support in the following areas:

•Psycho-Education

•Behavioural Activation

•Exposure Therapy

•Guided Self-Help

•Problem Solving

•Worry Management

•Sleep Hygiene

•Behavioural & Emotional Regulation Strategies

We work with Child Bereavement UK who attend school monthly and offer 

Bereavement Support to our students. This is done both one-to-one and as a 

group. We are also in the process of building a working relationship with The Proud 

Trust to offer support around relationships and identity and understanding diversity.

The KS3 Provision

The students in years 7 - 9 that are presenting with SEMH needs, plus additional 
support that may be identified through the pastoral and teaching team, will have 
support sessions with the pastoral team, under the guidance of Mrs Shields.  
These sessions can be a one off, or a programme over a few sessions. Students will be 
identified and targeted to participate in these sessions through Mr Harrington  
and team. Lessons will be looked at carefully in terms of which subjects are missed 
and how frequently, so as not to disadvantage the students within any particular 
academic area. 

Programmes

The areas of need will include all aspects of SEMH and other needs that are indicated 
through school research, identified through the DFE/Local authority and or have 
been identified within the community. Where possible outside agencies will also be 
involved, providing guidance and support within the school. Students will have a range 
of one-one or group intervention depending on the needs and types of intervention 
being addressed.



Sensory and Physical Provision

The Sensory and physical provision is important for young people to develop their 
motor skills and sensory needs for their future success both academically and 
personally. These students are usually identified via their Educational Health and Care 
plans. However, if a teacher or parent has any concerns or feels a student may benefit 
from such interventions, they can raise this with the SEND.

We work closely with an Occupational Therapist to plan and deliver bespoke 
interventions which will meet the needs of our students, these interventions are  
carried out on a 1:1 basis or as a group, dependent on individual needs.

This provision is designed to support students improve sensory integration, sensory 
processing and sensory motor development. This can in turn lead to functional 
improvements within the classroom environment. This provision also helps build 
students self-esteem and confidence. 

Each intervention will have different identified outcomes dependent on the students 
needs and targets. The overall objective is to help our students and improve their 
learning environment, making It more accessible to them.

Interventions available within sensory and physical provision:

•Sensory Circuits 

•Fine Motor Co-ordination

•Gross Motor Co-ordination

•Handwriting Support

•Self-organisation for daily living



Speech, Language and Communication (SLCN)

SLCN intervention is important for young people to develop their communication 
skills necessary for their future success, both academically and personally.  
Early intervention improves these chances and enhances the development of 
the young person. It will help provide assistance and support for the family and 
empower the young person in their journey towards independent learning.

Specific interventions are targeted towards students who may 
experience difficulties with:

•Clarity and fluency of speech

•Speaking and expressive language

•Understanding language

•Social and functional communication

Students are assessed for intervention work by referrals from Teachers, Educational 
Psychologists and the Speech and Language Team.

Interventions will include:

•Social and Communication Skills

•Drawing and Talking (1:1)

•Lego Therapy (Group)

•Socially Speaking (Friendships, communication for life).

•Social Skills Programme (looking, listening, taking turns, real life situations,   
 self and other awareness)

•Elklan Speech and Language Therapy (adapting language both written and   
 verbal, task plans, mind maps and other visual aids to support learning)



The Achievement Centre KS4

KS4 Alternative Provision
Our KS4 Alternative Provision focuses on supporting students in Years 10 and 11 
who have or are finding it difficult to cope in mainstream classes. Students normally 
attend the provision on a full time, continuous basis but this is individual and bespoke 
whereby we have students attending mainstream classes for certain subjects that are 
their areas of strength.

The Centre provides a personalised learning programme, with curriculum subjects on
offer that differ to the main school environment. These include: ASDAN qualifications,
BTEC vocational qualifications, therapeutic horticulture, sport/ exercise and Maths and
English. The aim of such curriculum is to engage students in skills that will be 
beneficial for post 16 and beyond.

Alongside classroom teaching, we have built excellent relationships with local 
businesses and incorporate trips and activities into learning wherever possible.  
These include but are not limited to: Children’s Adventure Farm Trust for Animal 
Care, links with Cardinal Maritime for Therapeutic Horticulture, links to the Aerozone 
at Manchester airport for Travel and Tourism and local outdoor adventure sites/ 
fitness facilities.

Assessment and Skill development
Students complete baseline assessments on a half termly basis. This provides a 
clear and accurate understanding of current skills and areas that we can support 
students to develop further. After the half term intervention, students complete post 
assessments to measure progress and devise next steps.

Parent/ Carer relationships
In the Achievement Centre, we recognise and value the significant importance of
building excellent collaborative relationships with the students’ carers (and family, 
where applicable). As a result, we have instant and accessible communication 
methods through text messaging and picture messaging so parents receive timely 
praise and communication in a way that they prefer. This includes photographs 
of students’ wow work and their hard work or efforts. We believe in the value of 
positive reinforcement and we model this daily, picking up on key strengths, effort 
and achievement to try and encourage more of this in the future. We also offer 
parent support classes and meetings on a regular basis as and when needed.



Early Academic Interventions 

An academic intervention is a strategy used to teach a new skill, build fluency in a skill 
or encourage a child to apply an existing skill to new situations or settings. 

The focus is on early academic interventions. When a delay or misconception is 
highlighted an intervention is tailored to the needs of the individual to overcome this 
barrier whilst continuing to promote independence and collaborative learning.

We use a range of different resources and teaching strategies to overcome 
misconceptions and to support students in working beyond their expected level.
Academic interventions are an opportunity for students who do not have a basic 
understanding of skills and/or learning targets during their regular classroom time to 
receive additional help outside of their class.
Using schemes of work such as Lexia Power Up, myON and Accelerated Reader to 
support student’s literacy progress. 

The following support is available:

•1 – 1 intervention

•Group interventions/Collaborative Learning

•Cross Curricular interventions whilst still focusing on English and Mathematics

•A dedicated interventions room in which a quiet place to learn is provided

•Effective feedback, both verbal and written

•Tailored homework to build on student’s understanding

•Meta Cognition and Self-Regulation Strategies (analyse the learning task and to  
 set goals towards completing the task)

•Peer Tutoring

•Regular communication with parents to update students’ progress



Contact Information

Mrs Shields:
Leader of SEMH and Medical
Email: m.shields@st-paulshigh.net

Miss Huddleston:
SENDCo and Transition
Email: l.huddleston@st-paulshigh.net

Mrs Osborne:
Resourced & Provision Lead
Email: s.osborne@st-paulshigh.net

Mr Fannon - Assistant Headteacher:
Inclusion
Email: c.fannon@st-paulshigh.net

Saint Paul’s Catholic High School
Main Reception: 0161 499 0000
Email: admin@st-paulshigh.net



Saint Paul’s Catholic High School. 
Firbank Road, Newall Green, Manchester M23 2YS.

Telephone: 0161 499 0000    Email: admin@st-paulshigh.net     
Website: www.st-paulshigh.net   Twitter: @StPaulsRCHigh

Mr A.Hren, Headteacher.
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